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PALI GRAMMAR

CHAP, t

OF THE ELEMENTS.

*n ka
©ca

•eo t a

o pa
o3 ya

t3 Si\

% The first

viz. e? a & i G

The Pali Language has forty one characters.

ALPHABET.

a $ i o= i G

© kha <s ga

(5 cha tfja

£> jjha £3

d tha ^ i!a

?9 pha 6) ha

<S ra Q la

to >Ja C ta
eight are vowels ttotfo, stiro, and of these, three
if, are short tfc3£3', nissaif, and the remaining

v>anjano.

five long ?&'•, digftaM.

But a e and ® o are short wbcfl preceding a compound con-

tonnnt, as c*«5, ettha, few; ©s^^, ojijilio, a ^ »* f l 3 ! J

*eyyo, eminent/ 9t3i-od, soltlu, axetf-
The remaining letters are consdiants

The first twcmv five consonants are distributed into five

cfasses O«9EBv?,. vaggo, fiz? «»0*«xsrt. ka-vaggo, induing

*R©«)ca©; ©£>5>3tf>?, ca-vagi, including © ef

©©•caw* fn.vii^BtfJ 3 S) ©f i; «£)»"•««' t
pa-vdggo, C5 0 © «3 '$>-

English palatal t. 3 palatal d. lj the aspirate-
£ Sclavoniau I.



PALI GRAMMAR.

3- The alphabet is also divided into two grand species of

letter?, which may be termed surds and sonants. Surds ep£»5,

t3«, oghosaM, are such letlirs as in the first effort to form them

admit of no vova) sound, vuL Hie two first letters of each of;:

five classes of consonant?, with thesibilant, *nffl, ©tf, O £).

<n &, t i S , C3. The remaining letters are denominated sonants

The character - i* distinguished by the name *

NiggaV)itaH,and in thealpba»et usually takes th*?1o express it.

I
(a)

or guttural.

and arc termed

tattijo, or palatal.

^ ( u ) and

or labial*.

or cttebraL

ta-vaggoj

and c3 (y) are termed

termed

and

atu* i) **̂ 7 dantajo, or

C (e) is termed

from the throat and palate.

S) (o) h termed

from ihe ihroat and lips.

€) (v) is teimetl

from the teetd and lips.

kaM{)ho[i{iliajo, as proceeding

dautoliphajo, as proceeding

4. After learning the alphabet und proceeding-to join the

letters so as to be able (o ryid, I he learner will perceive, (hat

though tach vowel sound his Us respective character lo express

it, yet in composition these characters are never written, except

as initials ,• for, when they (tcur as medial* or finals, the> a>sun»e

a different shape from that gi*'*b in the alphabet, and are ex*

pressed by certainsjmbols? which the following scheme will

explain.



PALI GRAMMAR.

As initials

As medial s and finals

As mediate and finals in composition with a consonant

«/;« ibi ibi ubu uhk ebe abo

In this manner the vowels may be combined with any other

consonants.

N. R. I. When the vowels £ and £7 come in composition

with *n, cc, <Z5%, ta, o\ they are expressed by these two sym-

bol* t, i,) but with every other consonant they take the form

annexed to ©. 2. The symbol of the C5 U placed before, !>ut

pronounced after the consonant. The symbol of the © is

placed partly before and partly behind the consonant, but is

pronounced after it.

£. The vowel <y (a) h*« no symbolta express it, but is inherent

in every open consonant, and therefore must be sounded with

i t ; unless its placebo supplied bf another rowel: hence two

«pen consonants meeting together'Hake a perfect sound, with-

out the insertion of any von el mark ; as O and «o are both open

consonants, untl in reading ihey mnst be pronounced pmui not

pna. When the inherent vowel is to be tlropt, the mute con-

gonant itiu*t l>e joined to another coiisoiv-uit, Ex. t^ffo6', a haml,

is pronounced ijatlho not Jiatatho. €)3O"», a dooi, dvaraM not

davarau.

C- Th.? • ni<r-a itaiT, is always silent; in sound it corresponds

with the French final n in mon, the Portuguese m \n Jim, and

is the only silent consonant ever to be met with at the end cf

Pali word*, as ©-, maw, me. Oti account of its i in perfect

•onnd it id generally arranged amonnr the vowfld by the native

Grammarians.



PALI GnAMMAIt.

7. In reading Pdli the learner will often meet with certain

compounds and contractions of consonants which it may be well

to point out. The following are the principal.

v, la the symbol for <a joined to another consonant, and is

united in the following way *m?, kya, and lakes the sound of

,V In 3/ffrr1t a"d is always pronounced with the consonant to

which it is united, as SW3Mt% v&kjaM, a word or sentence.

^ Is the junction of rf with a preceeding consonant, as JKJ,

tra, cc. gra, €D, bra, as in q » t atra, here.

Is a substitute for rf placed oti the top of the consonant,

and must be prououtuuul_Ji*£M!A_it, at in UM cjlUUew ar-Jca

which must be written «f *5; but this is a combination seldom
occurring in Pali,

CO. Is a compound of © and «> and often occurs in writing
»8

and called, Pdli

mnggalo, happy, excellent, ftc.
Is the union of & and © and is in common use,
o, a stick,

is frequently written fur the double

as (?©»£fr, amacco,H king1

© Is a compound of $ and Q as CfSaSb, paeiddbo,

^ Is the union of *n and q, but seldom occurs in Pah

©. Is a compound of c and &, as in ©jtf., dwaraM, a

® Is compounded of ® and ®, as in g© ~ © ^ - , Lumbini-

, the name of a grove f̂cere Buddho w;iS burn.
rom these remark, the nUure of the other compound con-

tenants may be easily understood as

to read

nc nch Bj

OX

""

in the Pffi alptmbet,

,ha« the P4/." cbarajr. feve



PAM GRAMWAH. 5

invnnablv the urns sound in composition which is given to them

in the a'pliabet, and do not, a* in English and other European

languages, change their sound with their situation.

OF THE VOWELS.

9 The rowel Bounds are those expressed in the alphabet, ia

European character., according to (he Italian, Spanish, and

Portuguese pronunciation; adopted by Sir William Jones and

most other learned Orientalists.

». Whether written or understood sounds like a in caplite

E?. cfse^ss^\ afino, another, zn^, tattlm, there.

q? Is sounded as tiie former, ov)y \\ U held twice as Ion-, as

a in fattier. As a media/ or find its symbol ia % an instance of

which may be seen in the word «J3*(3^. kalo, time.

f Sounds like the i in /us or him; after a consonant as a

medialOT jintl, its symbol i s " a; in QK% pita, father; ®S.

wani? a jewel, where it is mounted on the head of the e» and «o.

^ j3 t [ i e corresponding long vo*rel and sounds like ee in eel,

iU symbol a3 a mediator final i s " as in ®<£D, devl, a goddess,

queen.

r f 1 The first of the^e letters sounds like oo in good. The

latter, 88 do ia'toW*. Their symbols as mediate or fihah are

and o r o ^ a p IlilS h e e " a l r e l l t ly s h e i v r i i n t n e scheme for

tnn\n% the voxels with the consonant^ Ex. ««_Qtf, kucelii,

) ,̂ duto, a messenger; &&&&% putfo, a son; &V£f9

rupaM, a figure.

O Sounds like e in wherr, or en in fce>cr, its symbol is <3> at

s«, evam, thus; ©;*a^ devo, G#d

© Takes the sound of o in stone or Ort in groan, its symbol

is s>o ns-esSs»tsO, nuriso, a man.
eJ

This language has no diphthongs.

OF TUB C0N80SAN r9.

7*Af /?rsf C/OJJ, or gutturals.

10. » Has the precise sound of PUr k in haknder as in

©f karonii, / make or



6 PAM GBAHKA11.

Is the same aspirated and uttered will) greater force, a3

if connected wilh the letter tfl, and has a sound something; like

ourkh in bach-half; it occurs in Sj'cD*, unikliau, the face or

mouth.

eft Has the same sound as our liajrd g in garden, as <£>cs"iO>,

gantuM, (o go,

co Is the same letter aspirated, and takes the same sound as

gk in ghost, as.KJcr*, gharaM, house*

This letter vat it stands in the alphabet has a sound some

what resembling that of tig in king. But it seldom stands

alone; it is most commonly couipoiinrteci with other consonants

as in Wp£5) s>£539, saggaljo, collection, compilation.

The second class, or palatals.

11. © Sounds like ch in chaff it the Italian c in Cicero, an ©«*£.,

clitaM, mind; e©^», pacitUM, to cook ; t3©», pacati, he cooks.

t* Is the same letter as pirated and sound-; like ch in charm ;

the ch h in waick'home will give a tolerable idea of the sound

i letter. Ex. tissKV, chajtaw, o« umbrella.

The sound of this letter is expressed byj iojar, as # 9 s > ,

jiritex, /^.

^Sl Is the former letter aspirated but is seldom used alone,

Ex. &dffi*t majjhaM, middle

^ The Italian and French g'« in .signore\ seigneur', the

Spanish fi in senor, the Portuguese nh in sen/tor, or as our y

in yam^ if pronounced with the mouth open and forcing tfie

sound through Uie nose, Ex. <£5$;* nanaM, knowledge.

The third d.ass^ or lingual?.

12. It is necessary to remarfchere, tljat in learning to pronounce

the Indian alphabets and to read the languages, foreigners

often make mistakes by not being sufficiently careful to dUtin-

guish this fiom the following class of letters. The letters of

this class, being li^uals, ure pronounced by turning the tip of

the toapue far back against the palate, winch produces a hollow



PALI GllAMMAn. 7

pound as proceeding from tlie head; ant] as though attempting

to give force to the t in tankard. They are here represented by

the Anglo-Saxon and Icelandic letters £ and S according to the

system of lrido-Roman Orthography proposed by Professor

Ita^k in A heller on the Antiquity of the Zend, addressed lo the

Library Society of Bombay; and another On the 3/ode of ex-

pressing the Indian, especially the Sanscrit and Singhalese sounds

in European Characters, addressed to the Literary and Agricultu-

ral Society of Colombo-

8 As already stated, resembles the sound of our t in tankard

or ftrni-honse^ es* f/©©c§, vn]b£md\ ft is jftf^ TivriTfy. ~

3 Is (he former letter a-piraicd as •&)«*>•, {>h&natf, a place.

fi) Being a lingual ils sound way lie tolriably well expressed

by our d in dance, pronounced as directed at the beginning, with

the tip of ihe tongue thrown bjick upon the palate, as

pn?rou,(y'//.'

e9 Is the former leiter aspirated- Ex. ©€)tS©>

prolonged, distracted.

j& Sounds liJ.eour n when pi'flceeded by k as in knock. Ex.

« :<^x . gaNj i, he took.

The fourth c/ass, or dentals.

13 So distinguished from the foregoing class, by ahvaye

keeping the end of the tongue close)) pressed against the teeth

the tip a iitile turned downward*. (

*o Is the common dental i, as «fc>C*» telaw, oil.

& Is the same letter appirated, as tt.cSo, kathi, history.

$ Is the deatal //, a*t^«i», udaJcaM, water.

£) Is ihc same letter aspirated, is ®Q, madlm, honey.

«o Is pronounced as ihe Englisk n. Ex. «wq, nadi, river.

©,

The fifth class, tr labials.

14. O« Takes Hie sound of otirja, as

0. Is the same letter aspirated, tn Ô *

paiho, road.
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Q. Is sounded as b in balance. Ex. ©C533, balava, strong.

?<•>. Is the former letter aspirated, as »to:rf*«n-, bhojanaM,

©. Sounds as onr m, as ®«3Xfl.\ majrgo, awy.

The remaining letters which are termed <y£>»c£xa3, a-va«g«,

miscellaneous, on account of their not being ranged in the classes

are eijually easy to pronounce.

o5. Is ourj/j as •oao, yo? rt^'o.

o*. Is our r, as cr*n>?^*, ratanaivi, a precious stone.

<•. Is /, as <5<to7, lata, a creeper.

). Is our v, , „ , , . •

t3. The only sibilant in the Pali language, is pronounced

like our s, as t3o, sa, *^« ; ^t3*eo?( ?t-to, w/«Ve.

. Takes the sound of h pronounced with force, a* ef&.

>inM, /, <£to9c3( bdti, he a. It is here represented by V) in

order to distinguish it from the mere sign of aspiration ft, Which

H used inseparably (ogetlu-r wild tJie km a?pirutc mutes.

C- There, i.s little difference in the sound of this letter from

tlie (*, only tliat the Native ptonoTince it With a liule ruore

force, and the hitter is considered a dental and the farmer a

lingual, an instance of it* souud is in «Sf£»GS, kitiMSH, //w^

played. It is supposed fo \e like the Sclavuniun t.

15, The -Kiggal,itaM, Imsbeen already described. Hs ?ound is

ex|; I by the small cap-tat H, and the ^ by w, according

to the above mentioned s>«eni of i or Rask. Neitlierof

them ever occur at the ^ginnini; of words*; but the peculiar

reason for this repi aUon i-, lhat the former in Pali

K in Sanscril, &c. approaches nearer to m, and i^ changed to

before a von el, and tie latter is scarcely di?tinjjus*hable

from the common n.

16. Although no Pali w»rd terminate? in a pitent consonant;

yet in dividing such words as contain a compound one; the first

part may be so terminated, which is done by placing the sign *

on the top of the silent letter. Ex . ^c^CW, as-eo, a horse, for
asso.
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FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION'

A COMPENDIOUS PALI GRAMMAR,
WITH A

IN THE SAME LANGUAGE.

T H E S E works were first undertaken by the justly celebrated Oriental Linguist W.

, E*q. late of H. M. Civil Sen ice in Ccjlon. The former work nos considerably

by thai Gentleman, and the latter also brought into a state of grout funvardueag.

Ttiey are now com pic ted, rev bed and published

REV.

BV THE

E N J A M I N C L O U G H .

PROSPECTUS.

The Pufi has undoubtedly a high clsjm io the nMention of the literary world. It has

long been a contested point whether (he l*a(i or Sanskrit he the aiore ancient

of India; It t* certain, that PeH was tbe popular diulecl of Uie native cntuitry of

namely Mttgudhr^ befme ihe powerful sect founded by liim, was expelleil from Ui« continent

of India, an event prior to the Chrkiiati Era. Its Iheruturd noiitjiinH ti cQnaitlpr;il>!e r>uitiber

of volumes both in proe« and verse; which, whatever'nitty IK th*»ir merits in n i W respects,

form 1J1C only authentic depository df RrKidhnUm and ihe learning in general oFCejlon, and llit?

whole of India beyond ihe Ganges^ to which th* Z3^; HUM IB, and lias* been for many centu-

ries what Sanskrit is in hftlta Proper, and I«fttin in E^Wopo

But althoutjh ^o ancient, so widely spread, and coniaininir-=0 many •^Uia^f1 n*tords of

anlifjuily, >et nothing !tae hitherto beeo published re-jp^tiivjr ihe Pali funfpigr: Jjfjjjjgjn tfbny

excellent papers in tbtt A^AKi He^earthes, it stili aitpear^ ti» an utikn'(Kdfr^cxtrU. It in there

fore hop£d, that ct short Grammar willuaAVoi'abulary, ctinnol fdil of bring acceptable to the

lenrnecf in general.

The Grmnmar i" chiefly a translation of a celebrated work called SbajBewtf B&uvaldra, and

-iLc jr<«:«buttry of OOt.ne, of one equally famed called ^ ( S Q a ^ e o ^ a * * AbfydMll-uppadtpi

To which nko ^vill lw addeci, l«y the edi^r, ihe a ) ^ a « ? t f » Dhattt*«ugu*tt> or « fc













xv X

x

v,

I









I

v.

v





r

















J t*>a

/r'? //, v.<

/ / v ^ 7
. "'

*"

• v •

/ / / /
'

* / v •

6>

i

)7L,





-*-*--*"*^—-"

^^^-i^^^:^^^y^^-^^^e^^^^^ .*z£s~4>*—3fi> JP5&



. • .

X

- J£+~~~*~~

Z^£ ^s s%Ly

^- &**-&

< j^ ̂ ^^K^c—(T /

&] &^*^r m^'-C

"V* J"

^ \£Z



^ ^ * — p ^

^ ^

5 ^y^-zf
• ^ jst-^- ft^*~ ^e^£

* * -

s -y

~y-'-'-i











.... k*».

* ~S <^t^?







A,<



v»

» 5
C :.

! •

^
N

•o

"•

: 7

> s V s }
to



* ff » • N. \* Vta-?V
 V

. \

v-^as .- d.

\

-̂

* *»****«****>

5



T /

/ / /
J 4JM*

Atw'Jw*^*^'

^
, JUULbJttSb- &£b

*4^t^

>'.y -Jyi / - • f

W *



^ / j

A



v^QrT

/

^ -

t \ . • • / .

o ^ 1 J>1 *• ^ j
« -

it*ifcLs







>

' /

. y / ;; • • ; • ,

v * / / • /

/ t
^

, /

/ " / ' / / / / ' • ' /

^r

is'

(

> / / , / • / -
 7

v /









tL^ .. z ~ ^







^

2



- ?**
&*€^£- t&T* P<Z~*









^ .

- .«"

V
1 «-~

T "Z

^ . - .



<±

. ^



~!> ~ ^





3tt4*
f.

A ̂ g2~ I 6Z*A ^

fr^J/.:{ I f
*S

K Z^-tU-v

*-»"«=> * , C^^c^^^^t-cA j>^

^

^

/"f-̂
-i*V

j



^





. * _

«- sv~*^x/u^ *-«—

.



7 " Z ^



vW l&JP-

***<-e~»
^«€-iA> . ^ ^







9 StJJL

^ ^J^aL*v~
•**Jt-J (?#*.

7 / y

/(/ V*-' jttfV

y/a**.v£^ 1***J O>K*4f&*~£2 AS*-<f*£Av-o /sr

J

"V

/

, ? 7





**£••- *-•/ -t^»^-«_ J J I a

» * - *-t^fc-*-*-^V P>

t *• n tj~ SLC- *=-»-«-«-*^*J *£*<i~-r *•

ij/£&6j'.*--<

£~~&*. ̂ fci*£j&-z^Z^&£=~p£^,

*̂ ^̂ -̂*- *̂ ». -̂



&*-**^^*'-t-<^ ^jf±. • -Ĵ
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